
TASK FORCE EFFORT –780CMR3400.3.6.1-4-05-E7 
 
Amend TASK FORCE EFFORT –780CMR3400.3.6.1--5-04-11 
Chapter 34, Section 1017.3 by adding a new section 3400.3.6.1 which reads: as follows: 
(NOTE - underlined words, phrases, sentences, etc. are the proposed new language and 
that which is stricken is that proposed removed from the current Emergency Amendment) 
 
3400.3.6.1 Existing A-2 use means of egress: For existing buildings or portions thereof 
that are classified as A-2 use and which have an occupant load of 50 or greater; which 
have a single main exit door, such egress system shall conform to the requirements of  
and are undergoing applicable building permittable work in accordance with Chapter 34, 
the required single main exit door shall be 72 inch (nominal) in accordance with 
1006.2.2.1 and the exit access to such single main exit door shall be sized in accordance 
with 1011.3.  Non-compliance with these requirements shall be cause for the issuance of 
an Exit Order in accordance with Section 3400.5.1.
 
As an alternative, or where construction, regulatory or other conditions exist which would 
preclude the installation of said main entrance/exit door and associated exit access, the 
owner shall cause the existing means of egress system to be evaluated by a Massachusetts 
registered architect or Massachusetts registered professional engineer. Such evaluation 
shall determine whether the existing means of egress is sufficient to accommodate the 
occupant load or whether the existing means of egress requires improvement to 
accommodate safely the occupant load. If the existing means of egress is insufficient to 
accommodate the occupant load, such inadequate means of egress will, as a minimum, be 
deemed in violation of 3400.4.1.2. Calculation methodologies based on alternative 
approaches to life safety may be utilized in order to effect said egress evaluation. 
 
DEFENSE: 
 
The recent tragedy at the Station Nightclub points to the need for larger egress 
components for A-2 uses and in existing buildings, renovation or Use change provides 
the opportunity to evaluate an A-2 use means of egress system.   


